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ng to report that works 
on Natural Flood 
Management have 
begun on the River 
Isbourne Catchment as 
part of the longer-term 
flood prevention 
strategy with funding  

 

 

The Flood and Coast 

Conference and 

Exhibition hosted by the 

Environment Agency 

took place in June this 

year.  The NFF attended 

with their stand and we 

found it an interesting 

and busy experience.   

The conference had a 

full agenda of daily 

presentations and 

companies were there 

promoting their ideas 

and resilience products.  On of our 

Senior Project Officers Sanjay Johal 

was asked to present “Flood Action 

Groups Taking the Lead” - to the 

next generation of flood 

professionals,  explaining the 

importance of grass roots 

engagement.  Heather Shepherd 

presented ‘What Does Great 

Community Leadership Look Like?’ – 

and “What do Communities Need 

from Each Other”.  

Heather says “for the sustainability of 

anything implemented, the 

community are paramount; it is  

 

 

about them forming a vision, leading 

it with their agenda at a time and 

place that suits them.  Bringing 

communities together to work in 

partnership is key. From the very 

concept it gives benefits to flood 

affected people’s mental health, 

helps them to be active and involved 

in reducing their flood risk, leaves a 

sustainable legacy, creates civic pride 

and promotion……. this isn’t about 

what we think is best, this is about 

listening to those that are flood 

affected”.  
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Isbourne Catchment Group 

 

NFF at Flood and Coast 

 

Flood Awareness Day for 

Schools. 

 

Be a Friend to the NFF 

 

Dates for your diary 

 

How can you help us? 

 
Can we have your 
photographs? 
 
 
 
 

Help us by  
Supporting the NFF 

 
 

         
 

 
 

GIVE US YOUR VIEWS – 
WE WANT YOUR 
COMMENTS.  
email us on 
mailto:info@floodforum.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU to all our supporters who 

nominated the National Flood Forum to 

receive a donation from Ecclesiastical 

Movement for Good WE WON and 

have received a £1000 donation to 

help us support you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0CV-9-xIf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0CV-9-xIf8
mailto:info@floodforum.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/floodforum/
https://twitter.com/NatFloodForum
https://www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/140209
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It is really pleasing to report that works on Natural Flood 
Management have begun on the River Isbourne Catchment as 
part of the longer-term flood prevention strategy with funding 
from the) DEFRA, and the support of landowners and other 
statutory partners. 

Upper Catchment 

The Bailey brothers who farm in Charlton Abbots have become 
our upper catchment ‘champions’ delivering the first set of 
wooded dams on a 0.5km stretch of the Beesmoor Brook 
tributary of the River Isbourne, as shown in the sample 
photographs below. Two men worked with project lead Wendy 
Bufton (Worcestershire County Council) and Brian Smith (EA) 
for two weeks and installed 8 leaky dams (utilising one 

drainage consent) on land owned by Tristan Bailey. Work was 
completed on 27th March. In order to promote the work, we 
aim to erect a display board on the public footpath to explain 
what the purpose of the dams. After Easter a further walk 
across the estate will take place to pinpoint other locations for 
woody dams within the area identified in the hydrological 
study previously prepared by the University of Gloucestershire 
- Countryside and Community Research Institute. 

This work demonstrates what can be achieved through close 
co-operation of all partners and will hopefully act as a catalyst 
for other landowners for whom a ‘sharing’ event is being 

planned in the 
coming weeks. Our 
thanks to 
Tewkesbury Borough 
Council, who hold 
responsibility for 
local drainage for 
simplifying and 
enabling the 
necessary consents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower catchment 

Work in the lower catchment has focused upon a site survey 
and pegging out by University of Gloucester for future works. 
These include creating a shallow spillway for the Isbourne as it 
passes through the Toddington estate and also creating a 
couple of small bunds to retain water at times of high flow. We 
are grateful for the support of Owen Butler and the 
Toddington Estate and also to Mr Alvis as the tenant farmer. 
Subject to his consent, the plan is to deliver the work in two 
phases. 

Additionally, as part of the on-going monitoring programme, 
further river flow gauges have been ordered for Toddington 
(field opposite the road bridge), Mill Lane Winchcombe & 
Castle Street Winchcombe (behind the allotments on 
Beesmoor Brook) plus a rain gauge at Winchcombe primary 
school.    

If you have comments or wish to get involved please contact 
icg@sedgeberrow.com or jem.williamson@outlook.com 

Sedgeberrow Flood Group and Isbourne Catchment Group 

 

 

 

 

Isbourne Catchment Group  

Find Out How You Can Help the National Flood Forum 
 

mailto:icg@sedgeberrow.com
mailto:jem.williamson@outlook.com
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The University of Cumbria’s campus in Bowerham Road, 
Lancaster hosted an event in partnership with the Lune Valley 
Forum, welcoming up to 400 pupils from 11 primary schools 
who had the opportunity to learn about the risks and dangers 
of flooding and how they can help build up resilience for the 
future.  

Statutory agencies, charities, and nature and wildlife bodies 
including the National Flood Forum, Environment Agency, Met 
Office, Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service and Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust played playing major roles in this multi-agency event. 

Six ‘learning zones’ were created for children to explore. They 
included a ‘Flood Hub’ where children could discover how 
flooding affects people’s 
lives, and an 
opportunity to talk to 
residents whose homes 
have been affected and 
flood emergency groups 
from the local area.  

Environmental 
organisations were in 
the ‘Systems Zone’ 
where young visitors 
saw how river systems 
work. A ‘Reactive Zone’ 
featured the work of 
the Met Office, 
emergency services and local authority civil contingency teams 
with a ‘Proactive Zone’ educating young visitors on what can 
be done to reduce the risks of flooding and help be better 
prepared for the future. 

A water rescue boat and fire engine were also in the grounds of 
the campus. 

Event organiser Chris, senior lecturer at the university’s 
Institute of Education, said: “Over the last year I’ve been 
working with the Lune Valley Flood Forum advising on ways in 
which they can reach out to primary schools to make children 
aware of the impact of flooding, and how they can be more 
resilient in the face of such matters. As a geographer, it has 
been a huge of interest of mine to see how we can help our 
children learn about how flooding but how it impacts on not 
just us as communities but the world around us.” 

Lancaster and Fleetwood MP Cat Smith was among the figures 
supporting the event, visiting the university’s Bowerham Road 
campus recently to contribute to a film that will be shown 
throughout the day and which will be uploaded to the Lune 
Valley Flood Forum website. 

The ‘talking heads’ film project, being launched at the flood 
awareness day also aimed to support primary school children’s 
understanding of flooding issues in the local area. The 
information and resources brought together will create a new 
teachers’ flood resource on the Lune Valley Flood Forum 
website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet, chair of the Lune Valley Flood Forum, said: “We know 
that our region continues to rebuild following the devastation 
of a number of major flooding events the worst of those being 
in 2015 and 2017. Extreme weather events have been on the 
increase over the past 20 years due to climate change, 
therefore we’re pleased to see that so many people, schools, 
organisations and partners have taken up the invitation to be 
involved in such an important day that will help future 
generations.” 

Kathryn, co-head 
of the Institute 
of Education at 
the University of 
Cumbria, said: 
“We are aware 
here in the north 
west of England 
of the impact 
flooding has on 
our 
communities” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flood Awareness Day 
 

Become a Friend of the NFF 
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The National Flood Forum works hard to ensure that the 
issues and concerns of people at risk of flooding are 
promoted.  This often occurs behind the scenes and takes a 
huge amount of time and effort.  Although progress can be 
slow, this is where we can really have a long-term impact.  A 
really good example is the current work on the England Flood 
and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy. 

Two years ago, we asked people what a new Strategy should 
address and fed these into the scoping phase of the strategy.  
We participated in all of the working groups to develop the 
draft, focussing on ensuring that a community voice was 
heard; a number of Flood Action Groups and individuals were 
involved too.  There was a clear message from all the 
organisations involved that a step change is needed in our 
approach.  We need to be much more ambitious, outward 
looking and with a long-term vision of the future. 

The draft Strategy finally emerged in May this year and we 
asked for your views.  We received a wide range of comments 

and, with your help, we developed an NFF response.  

Alongside this we have a series of meetings with Defra and the 
Environment Agency to press home the case for change. 

On 4th July Defra announced a consultation on flood risk 

policy.  We are currently drafting a response.   

 

 

 

However, the biggest issue at the moment is who will be the 
new Secretary of State and their Minister for Flooding.  We will 
be seeking meetings with them as soon as possible to press 
the case for flood risk communities. 

What can you do?  Now is a great time to write to your local 
MP and the new Secretary of State for Environment Food and 
Rural Affairs, raising the issue of flood risk and for a really 
ambitious approach.  You will find lots of text to support you 
in the NFF response to the strategy consultation. 

In parallel with all of this activity, the Welsh Government has 
launched a National Strategy for Flood and Coastal 

Erosion Risk Management consultation with a response 
date of 16th September.  We will be looking to respond to this 
as well.  If  you have any views, please send then to 

paul.cobbing@floodforum.org.uk  

Finally, we are expecting consultations to be announced 
shortly on both the Welsh and English planning guidance notes 

on flood risk.

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The concept of floating houses, or living 
on water, is not a new technology per se; 
people were living in houseboats or 
floating settlements in Europe as far 
back as the 17th Century if not before. 
But recently interest has grown in many 
developed countries. 

There is a difference between 
amphibious and floating houses. Floating 
houses are designed with permanent 
water in mind, whereas amphibious 
housing is mainly firmly on dry land, but 
rising and falling during flood events. 
Baca Architects  

in London have been UK pioneers of 
both approaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Update 
 

A think piece - Floating and amphibious houses: 

A creative use for flood plains? 

Floating houses at Maasbommel,  

https://nationalfloodforum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/190703-FCERMstrategy-consultation-response-NFF.pdf
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/flooding/call-for-evidence-flooding-and-coastal-erosion/supporting_documents/Call%20for%20evidence%20on%20Flooding%20and%20Coastal%20Erosion.pdf
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/flooding/call-for-evidence-flooding-and-coastal-erosion/supporting_documents/Call%20for%20evidence%20on%20Flooding%20and%20Coastal%20Erosion.pdf
https://gov.wales/national-strategy-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management
https://gov.wales/national-strategy-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management
mailto:paul.cobbing@floodforum.org.uk
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Seeing the pictures here shows the floating 
architecture market has significant potential, 
and that the combination of population 
pressures and climate change creating larger 
areas at risk from flooding may well promote 
the adoption of all available urban adaptation 
measures, including floating and amphibious 
homes.  

However, today floating domestic housing is 
still a niche market, driven by architectural 
novelty, and far from becoming a mainstream 
response to flood risk. There is no prototype 
customer, nor is there agreement on building 
types and standards.  

In terms of adaptation to likely increased future 
flooding, however, this measure could add 
another option for those seeking sustainable 
flood risk management and the potential for significant 
landscape and environmental enhancement.  No doubt there 
are serious challenges, and initial public attitudes may be 
antagonistic.  

But in crowded countries in a crowded 
world this is one way whereby we could 
avoid the unwise ‘sterilisation’ of 
floodplains and similar areas if we were to 
forbid all development there.   

Professor Edmund Penning-Rowsell 
PhD OB. Trustee National Flood 
Forum. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amphibious house (left) in 
Marlow, UK 

The ‘Chichester’ floating house developed by Baca Architects 
(Photo: Mark Junak) 

“I lost over ￡25,000 of belongings, including my pottery business and gardening equipment which were 

in an outbuilding. My garden was destroyed. My insurance wouldn’t pay out and closed my case half 

way through the claim. I also lost things that couldn’t be replaced like the rocking horse my father had 

given me when I was two years old. It didn’t just cost me money, it cost me my home and my security…” 
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Flood Re recently produced a Quinquennial Review.  
Three recommendations are of particular interest: 

• Lower premiums for PFR Flood Re        
is proposing to offer lower premiums on 
policies where property level flood resilience 
(“PFR”) measures have been installed. 

• Build Back Better Flood Re is proposing 
that the Scheme is amended to permit the 
payment of claims which include a limited 
amount of resilient and/or resistant repair, 
above and beyond the flood-related loss, 
designed to reduce the future risk of 
flooding to the property (known as “Build 
Back Better”). 

 

 

• Change to statutory objective Flood Re 
is proposing to change its statutory objective 
in legislation so the Scheme is obliged to 
manage “the transition of the market to 
affordable risk reflective pricing” for 
household insurance for those at risk of 
flooding. 

All of these have still to be agreed and the details of 
how they will be implemented will be really 
important.  We will be meeting with Flood Re 
shortly to discuss how these recommendations 
might be delivered.  However, what is really 
pleasing is that Flood Re is taking its remit to reduce 
flood risk and enable people to get flood risk 
insurance seriously.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send us your 

photographs.  
Do you have high-quality photographs or videos you would be happy 

to share with us, with permission for us to use on our various  media 

outlets and help us get the message across that floods devastate 

lives. 

Please would you send them to  

info@floodforum.org.uk  

If there are people in the photographs you must have their 

permission to share the image and have ownership of the 

photograph.  

THANK YOU 

 

 NEWS 

https://www.floodre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/QQR_FINAL.pdf
mailto:%20info@floodforum.org.uk
mailto:%20info@floodforum.org.uk
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The Let’s Talk About Flooding 
events highlighted the 

power of people 
getting together to 
discuss the serious 
flooding issues 

they 
face.   To 

bring about 
real change 

we need to 
demonstrate 

that this is something that 
hundreds and preferably thousands 
of people feel strongly about.   Join 
the Friends of the National Flood 
Forum to support our campaign for 
change  

To be a Friend of the NFF   

Click Here To Join  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - 2019 

If you are in a Flood Action 

Group or part of a 

community group, please 

ask everyone to sign up. 

 

Friends of the National Flood Forum –  
Flooding destroys lives - Campaign for Change 

 

 

“It’s the most awful thing to be flooded – and it’s not just being flooded, it’s the threat of flooding. Seeing that water come towards you… you’ve got 

to get those sandbags out and you’ve got to get your floodgate up very quickly. It’s terrifying.   “That’s why we formed our own flood group to try to 

tackle some of the problems.  One of our members knew about the National Flood Forum so we asked if we could be affiliated, and that’s when it 

really went massive. That’s when we got the multi-agency meetings and got to know who to talk to and make things happen. Otherwise, we wouldn’t 

have known who to contact. “The National Flood Forum is excellent. They got us going. When a community needs support, you can’t do it on your 

own - you need experts.”  Sue – Brompton.   

https://nationalfloodforum.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=0e97cdb1e99601dd56debed66&id=05b1342655
http://eepurl.com/gbQTg5
http://eepurl.com/gbQTg5
http://eepurl.com/gbQTg5
http://eepurl.com/gbQTg5
http://eepurl.com/gbQTg5


 

8 
©NFF 

 

 

We need your support and your 
donations…. 
Flooding rips families apart, it forces you out of your 

home, destroys your treasured mementos & possessions; 

constrains living normality and becomes all consuming.  

Getting back into your home often takes a 

year or more; flooding is more than 

cleaning out with a mop & bucket! If the 

flood isn’t enough to contend with, 

restoring your home can be full of 

issues causing unimaginable distress.  

The physical toll on mind and body is profound and 

recovering from the ordeal is aligned to a similar process 

as that of bereavement.  Children 

suffer quietly, noticing the stress 

parents are under and the fear that 

this frightening event may happen 

again when it 

rains is all too 

real. Pets and 

their owners suffer from 

separation as many rented 

properties will 

not accept 

animals so 

they must be 

taken to 

animal homes.  

That’s why we need to ensure the 

National Flood Forum is here for people to talk 

to; to guide and support, to help navigate around the 

stumbling blocks, and most importantly, as a charity that 

really does understand exactly what it is like to have 

been flooded.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Flood Forum is here to help flooded 

communities work productively in partnership with flood 

risk management to help reduce their risk of flooding, to 

act on insurance issues, to help them see that there is a 

life after flooding; to support them by bringing their 

voices together with others in England and Wales to 

work towards change. 

  

How You Can Help the National Flood Forum 

 WE CAN’T DO IT ON 

OUR OWN!  
Every penny you raise will help our 

work to reach out to more flood-

affected people. Every ‘Like’ or 

‘Share’ you give us will help us. 

Perhaps you know someone who has 

been flooded, or you were flooded 

yourself. Maybe you’ve seen more 

flooding stories than ever before on 

the news and recognise it’s a 

problem that’s not going away. 

Whatever your motivation to 

support us.  

WE THANK YOU      

 

RECYCLE YOUR USED 

CARTRIDGES AND RAISE 

MONEY FOR THE 

NATIONAL FLOOD FORUM 

- ITS FREE AND EASY TO DO 

'Being affiliated to the National Flood Forum really helped us to be taken seriously as a group from the 

start. It was also very useful to have the updates about the other groups and initiatives that were 

happening in other parts of the country. Keep up the good work.'  CREATE, Cherry Burton, East Yorkshire  

 

https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/nationalfloodforum/
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1012566
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18
https://www.justgiving.com/nationalfloodforum
https://www.printercartridgerecycling.co.uk/charities/national-flood-forum-ch-18

